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CEAPTHR I.
THE FATilEB AND TIIK I.OVKIl Of AS AMER-

ICAN' GIHl..

greftt Trunsslherlau railway

THR progrcs.scri as t'r to (lie
us tin- - Obi, and

trains carry I iik xolilicri, eou-v.'tt- s,

sightscerM. railway constructors,
laborers and supplies, with some goodg
for trade with Manchuria, ran from
Mowow.

The possibilities of this lininctise line
of railway made tin; people of

Itussin jjnsp. It opened up such
n prospect of trade ns they had never
Ui earned of. It nave them a speedy
entrance Into n region "f their domnlu
the crossing of which liad formerly oc-

cupied mouths and involved much
iiardship.

'Vhat n change there was from the
old sledges or foot trains of convicts to
tlic swiftly moving cars that were
drawn by the pnllinj?, screaming loco-

motives, nt once n source of delight
and terror o the people whose terri-
tory they crossed!

Among t ose who had made this
change so rcmnrkanle a success was
.lames Cordon, au American engineer,
who had charge of much of the ad-

vance worl; of the road.
Gordou was a typical American,

ready to go anywhere to build n rail-
way so Ion as the pay was sufficient
to make It an object for him to take
his daughtc witli him.

For Frances liordou was her father's
companion, secretary ami comfort.

Left motherless at an early age, she
had been brought up by strict aunts
till she revolted. Her father had been
surveying a route across New Mexico
for a new road, fondly and longingly
thiuUlng of his daughter In her far-
away homo in New York, when, lo, the
young lady herself, then aged nineteen,
put in an appearance mounted on a
broncho and accompanied by a half
breed guide, to whom she spoke In so
authoritative a tone that he bowed be-

fore her slightest wish in abject obedi-

ence. .Since that day Frances Gordon
wns to be found wherever her father
was.

A year aud u half after they had
finished the work in Mexico they jour-
neyed together tp Russia, where Gor-

don was to take charge of the impor-
tant part of putting through the rail-

way that was destined to revolutionize
the trade and commerce of the world.

This great railway had progressed as
far os the Obi river. In the government
of Tomsk. Siberia, when a meeting of
managers, lglueers aud government
olllcials was ordered nt Moscow. Thith-
er from the Obi journeyed James Gor-

don and Francos.
Thither also journeyed Nicholas

prince of the empire aud gov-

ernor of the province of Tomsk.
Prince Neslerov was one of the

wealthiest nobles of the land, was
nhottt thirty-fiv- e years of age aud had,
besides his exalted position as governor
of Tomsk, es'jtes In various parts of
Hussla. particularly a One one at Gras-lo-

lu the government of Perm.
It was after the convention, which

had to do with certain concessions and
arrangements that were necessary as
the road drew near the border of Mau-churl-

the crossing of certain moun-

tains, the bridging of certain streams,
that Mr. Gordon was preparing to re-

turn to the Obi. where the western end
of his operations was laid, the opera-

tions themselves reaching eastward to
Lake Baikal. In Irkutsk.

To him one day as he sat smoking at
his hotel lu Moscow came Prince Nesle-

rov.
"Good morning, your excellency,"

sold Gordon, who had met the prince
at several conferences and now knew
him because of the fact that the opera
tions had passed almost across his
province. "Glad to see you. When do
you rturu to Tomsk?"

"I shall not be long behlud you. my
friend," replied the prince. "It Is a
fact, however, that upon your answer
to a certain question which I shall put
to you depends mauy of my acts In the
Immediate future. M. Gordon, you are
ao American."

"So I believe: I have hoard it hinted
at." said Mr. Gordon, wondering what
wan coming.

"And 1 am a Russian of the Rus-

sians"
"That, too, I believe. Is a wel au-

thenticated fact."
"I am wealthy, a governor of n prov-

ince end shall soou be promoted to A

better station. Since you eutered the
rude territory In the southern part of
my government we have met frequent-
ly: we have been friends."

"Yes." replied Gordon, rather dubl.
ously. stroking his chin.

"When you needed protection, my

power protected you."
"I believe you." said Gordon, falling

to rt'UJembtr the time wbon be.uvc-Jv-J
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tin- - protection or tue prince.
"I merely express myself thus tn re- -

nil to you my friendship." said the
prince. "Now I conic to the real er-

rand that brought me here. I love
your ihntghtt r."

"Kb!" ey 'nlnu-- Gordon, rousing
himself an illTenlng perceptibly.

"I repeat, r. thai I love your daugh-
ter. I want ber for my wife, my prin-

cess."
A cloud smoke came from Gor-

don's Hps. was looking at n distant
church tower with eyes that saw no
church.

"Yon seem surprised." said the prince.
"Is It a matter uf surprise that a mau
Fhould love so noble aud beautiful a
young woman as your daughter'"

"No," said Gordon slowly, "and if It
were I would be used to it by this
time. You are not the first."

A .slight pallor appeared on the
cheeks of Neslerov.

"You do not mean that she your
daughter Frances is already promis-
ed!"

"No," answered Gordon. "I don't
know that she is, but I do know that
you are not the lirst who has asked for
her. Even now you may be too late."

"Impossible! I have seen no one of
my of her own station near her."

"We in America," said Gordon, "look
upon this question of station or rank
with different eyes than you do. If a
man suited Frances, all the rank, titles
and wealth In tiie world would make
no difference." '

"She is different from girls in Eu-

rope," said the prince, biting his lip. i

Gordon let out a joyous guffaw.
"I should say she was!" he said.

"Different! Why. she is a real, whole,
healthy woman. She doesn't smoko

i" love your daughter."
cigarettes, gamble at cards and race
after titles and wealth. Not my girl,
prince. Frances has n healthy mind
and is as noble as she Is good looking.
But she has a tulnd of her own. if It is
healthy, aud well, she Is my boss, I

can tell you!"
"You charm nic. I am more In love

than ever."
"Won't do a bit of good, I tell you.

If I thought you were the finest man on
earth, my wishes would not prevail
upon Frances to marry you. She will
make her own choice, when It Is made,
nnd it will stand."

"You lead me to believe this choieo
has already been made."

"No. I did not mean that, prince. It
might be so. for all I know to the con-

trary. Frnuces might love n man and
not yet be ready to tell me. although
there Is nothing secretive about her.
We have each other's confidence."

"Still it could not be possible that
she would be In love aud you not know
It."

"It might, nnd I will tell you why.
She has refused to marry the man I
chose for her. the finest young uiun. In
tny estimation, on earth."

"Then you have already given jour
allegiance to n lover."

"I gave It to the lover, but Frances
Trould not marry him. I have no ob-

jection to your knowing who It is. It
Is Denton, the bridge builder. .Itck
Denton was the son of one of my oldest
friends. Old Denton was at one time
worth a lot of money, but lost It
through the rascality of n man he trust-
ed, .tack was a sort of genius nnd ask-

ed me what profession to take up. I

told him bridge engineering He Is
one of the best at the business now
and Is only twenty-live- . He !s out near
the Obi. The big Iron bridge we are
to put across the Obi will be his work."

"It Is a fascinating n"nrsloti
your uauginer rerusea hiror

"Yes. and It wns a great disappoint-
ment to me. Jack and she have been
friends since they first went to school,
no loves her. aud his love is the kind
that a father likes to see his girl get.
Hut. she visn't 'Uve ttra tor ;"?u r.a- -
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Ebout Hardware !!

successful here.

implements me products oi some oi tne most reliable manufacturers .of Agricultural impie- -
Crarm the world. Our business as it is today is too extensive to admit of our offering a cheaply &

made or inferior article in order to make a sale. Hence in dealing with us you will always find that
our Implements'are new, modern, and of the Standard make and exactly as represented. Many of
them are the very choicest and best that are manufactured. We invite your especial attention to our
Y1 Vf I V g00 wmdmi" 's faithful and reliable servant upon which you can depend steady work

Vt ViV 1ItOllli 1-
- jy every day of the year, requiring no labor and very little attention. A pcorly constructed

windmill of cheap material and indifferent workmanship, constantly requiring repairing, etc. j
is very unsatisfactory article on any farm. None of our farmer and stockmen friends appreciate this better than we do, and although
there may be low priced mills offered for sale, yet there is none that will cost less after 10 years of service than our well-know- n, well-trie- d

''Eclipse" and "Star" mills. It is no experiment with us, but are Hie same mills that we have handled for years, with changes made
from time to time to strengthen, simplify and improve in every way possible each and every piece and part. INVESTIGATE TODAY!

IT V W We have been selli" Harness' SaddIes and Horse Furnish- -

HUME HDW.

t IIavIVIIvV vlllv' fVWVvlvv mgs so long that we know what our customers want and
we always guarantee that the buyer will be satisfiied with

m what he gets. When we say it is hand-mad- e, it is. A general repair shop in connection with our Leather Goods Department Investigate!

M AOT 'RMT MOT I TAOT We have always Iived the mo,to: that no one can undersell
t I An I hll I Nil I

LLflw
I 158 US'QUALIrY FOR QUALITY, in any line- - By buying In such enor- -

j mous quantities, we'secure only the very best goods. Always improving,
always growing, always our customers a little more for their money. Come" in, get our prices and carefully inspect our goods.

tSTRINGFELLOW-HUM- E HDW. C9tS?Jt0son. said tliey count never ne roman-
tic lovers or some such argument.
Couldn't love him because she had
kuown li I in all her life. Thought It
was easier to love n stranger, 1 sup-
pose, who could bamboozle her."

"And so It wns broken off?"
"There was nothing to break oft.

They were never engaged. She sim-
ply refused him. They are friendly
when they meet coolly so. What could
I do? She had to have her own way."

"A prosaic friendship such as that Is

not dangerous," said the prince, "Have
I your permission to enter the list?"

"My permission Is worthless. You
can ask Frances If you like, but it
won't do n bit of good. You are too
rich, and Frauces has peculiar notions."

"There Is some one In whom your
daughter Is much Interested, nnd per-
haps you have not heard. It Is my duty
to Inform you. nlthough 1 myself do
not attach much Importance to the
thing. There Is a blacksmith"

"Oh. the blacksmith of Term!" ex-

claimed (iordon, with n slight coldness
In his voice, us though he did not relish
having the story told him by the prince.
"I am fully nwnre of all that."

"Does Frances does your daughter
love that man?"

"(Joodness. no! She is interested, she
likes him and Is trying to help him."

"Through pity, I suppose, nnd pity
soon loads to love."

"Well," said Cordon, laughing, "if It
does in this case neither you nor I can
prevent it. I am sure, however, the
girl is fancy free, and. as for him, he
Is too simple nnd sensible to look upon
their friendship as more than ordinary.
They met In this way: When the road
was crossing into Tobolsk. I wanted
some peculiar Ironwork done, and she
weut with me. The stature nnd strength
nnd the handsome face of the young
ironworker pleased her, and she talked
with him. She saw that be was a
magnificent specimen of a man and fit-

ted by nature to adorn a higher station.
SIip is trying to assist him in improv-
ing himself."

"You take this very coolly," said the
prince. "But, being Uussian. perhaps
our customs are so different that this
free intercourse between a girl like
your daug'iter and a mere ironworker
seems more to me than to you. Then
you assure me there Is nothing more
than mere friendship between these
two."

"No, I do not assure you of anything
of the kind. I do not know. I think,
though, if there was Frances would tell
me. If there is, she will have her way;
If there Is not. the same."

"But If this blacksmith asked her to
marry him would you consent?"

"I'd have to."
"Do you consider such a thing prob-

able?"
"Prince. I know as little about It as

you do. There was only one man Jack
Denton that I wanted for a son-in-la-

and she won't have him. Now, I
know little nbout her plans. If she has
any. She might fall in love with you,
in which case I could not prevent ber
marrying yon. If she does not fall in
love with you, I could not compel her
to marry you If I would."

"I am pleased at your candor." re-

plied the prince. "I shall soon have an
opportunity to speak to her myself. I

trust that this conversation will not In-

terrupt our friendship."
"Nouseuse! I appreciate the honor

you have done my girl. But uuless she
loves you your case is hopeless."

The priuce bowed aud took his depar-
ture, and Coidou. laughing, turned Into
the hotel.

"I'll have to tell her." he said. Then,
with a sudden resolve: "No. I won't
either. I need r!n frhndsh!n of tl-- e
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are necessary. Perhaps
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prince, nnd if she kimwH he wants tn
marry her who can tell what trouble It
may cause?"

As Neslerov wns leaving the hotel he
met Frances returning frotn a drive.

"t uiu pleased to see yon. Prince
Neslerov," she sniil. offering her baud.

"And I am always glad to meet you.
Mile. Cordon." he replied. "Did you
enjoy your drive?"

"Yes. but I did not go far. I visited
several bazaars where bonks are sold.
See, I have quite 11 number of pur-

chases."
"You love books as well as action."
"I love them yes. But these nre for

a friend, a young mau fitted by nature
to adorn a higher station than the one
to which be was born. I send him
books, nnd he studies. You could help
him, prince. With your power, your
Influence, you could do much for him.
I refer to Vladimir PaulpolT. the black-
smith of Perm."

"You nre very kind to my poor coun-

tryman." said the prince, with a smile.
"To please you I will make It my busi-

ness to see this blacksmith, and if
there is any way in which I may be of
use in assisting him along the lines
you suggest I shall be pleased to do
so."

She thanked him and passed on Into
the hotel.
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Ii (Jrippe Curetl hyClmni
berlsiin's Cough Itemed y.

The great danger from la grippe
is of its resulting in pneumonia
This can be avoided by using
Chamberlain's Cough Remedy.
Among the tens of thousands who
used this remedy uring the epi
demic of la of recent years
no case has ever been known to
result in pneumonia which shows
exclusively that it is a certain pre-

ventive of that dangerous disease.
Price 25 cents; large size, 50 cents.
For sale by S. V. Wirt, Druggist.

WIDE VESTIBULED. ELECTRIC
LIGHTED TRAINS FROM

GALVESTON, HOUSTON,
SAN ANTONiO, DALLAS,"
AND FORT WORTH TO

ST. LOUIS
KANSAS CITY

AND THE NORTH AND EAST

Choice of Itoutcs via
Paris or Deuison

Observation Dining ars
and Harvey Dining Halls

$ all the way
W. A. TULEY, G. P. A.

FORT WORTH. TFXAS

-
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STOP AND THINK! I

g Before you purchase your tickets for S
5 Points North, East, South or West. m

B THE SOUTHERN KANSAS BY. Of TEX. 3
Is the only direct route to Kansas City, Chicago, St. Louis 1

and points beyond and

EE THE PECOS VALLEY LINES 2I'etietrnte the heart of the fur-'atne- d Pecos Vnlley, Justly re-2-5

puted to be the finest fruit growing: district In the U. S.. con- -- necting; closely at Pecos, Texns, with the Texas & Pacific Ry. m
for F.l Puho and nil points in Old Mexico.
All of our trains in ike close connection nt Amurlllo with the
Ft. Worth & DenverCity H.v. trains both north aud south, 35

JL-- 'liiniiiating: the necessity for stop-over- s en route for passengers 35y traveling over that line.
Write your frienilMlu the Enst to nsk their local railway 35
agents regarding liomeMeekers' rates to the' Panhandle and Zm
Pecos Volley via the Santa Fe System.

m A full line of descriptive literature of the Panhandle nnd Pecos 35
SL Valley always on hand which may lie obtained five by nppll-catio- n

to this office. DON A. SWEET, TRAP. MAN,g AMARILLO. TEXAS. 5
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PassengerService
IN TEXAS.

4 IMPORTANT GATEWAYS 4

"So trouble to uiwtr qncitloni."

2 FAST TRAINS DAILY 2
to St. Louis, Chicago

and the East....
SUPERB P0LHIAH VESTIBULES BLEEPER8

HANDSOME NEW CHAI& CABS (S.U Tn).

FASTEST TIME TO NEW ORLEANS
(COMPARI SOHIOULCS).

ONLY LIVE EUSNINO THROUGH COAOHB!

AND BLEEPE&S WITHOUT CHA50B.

INCOMPARABLE PULLMAN SLEEPER AND
TOURIST CAR SERVICE TO

CALIFORNIA.
POSITIVELY NO CHANGE.

HMilnln? Chair Cart f Seati Fro) Dally U

ST.LOUIS,MEMPrllS"iELPASQ

Bee any Tlckat Agent, or writ
N. P. niJCHKfl, Trir. hour Ipgt, FT. W01TI. m

R. TltOBNR, B. P. TI BS ER.
(ulfui ru4Tltkll If

DAULS,TCX.
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are offering In our line of J
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$
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S. V. WIRT,
ft ft
ft
ft DRUGGIST .
ft
ft
ft ways findi our

stock of Drugs druggist f
sundries fresh andrH'lete S

If c also carry a nice line f
of Paints and Oils.

I We will appreciate the pat- -

ronage of the public. . J

O'DELL & STEWART,
Ipbyslclans an Surocona,'
Office over Thompson Drug Compa-
ny's
ChIIh promptly answered night or day

FOR SALE A high-gra- de bicy-

cle.' This oftice.

T. H. ROWAN.
SUCCESSOR TO M. F. SLOVER.

LIVERY FEED AND SALE STABLE.
Bus meets all trains. Best teams and rigs always on bapd

OffU.MMFP'S RIGS A SPECIALTY.


